
Is the child a 
British 

citizen?

Does the child 
have a valid British 

passport or citizenship 
certificate?

Yes

Great! The 
child's 

nationality / 
immigration 

status is 
secure.

No

Does the LA or 
child have all the 

documents required to 
apply for a British 

passport?

Not sure

Has the 
child recently had 

good, specialist advice on 
immigration/ 
nationality?

Assist child to apply for British 
passport (see page 1)

Flag to renew passport or 
other documents as 

required

No

Can 
documents 

be obtained without 
specialist legal 

advice?

Yes

Has legal 
advice identified an 

application the child could 
make to regularise 

/improve their 
status?

No

Refer for 
specialist 

legal advice

No

Yes

Cooperate 
with child's 

legal advisor 
to obtain 

necessary 
documentation

Progress in
obtaining
documentation

Is child eligible for fee 
waiver or exemption?

Support to 
apply for fee 

waiver or 
exemption

Assist child to 
arrange fee 

payment

Review 
every 3 months 

- progress?

No progress
on obtaining
documentation

Support child in continued 
engagement with legal 

advice

After child acquires citizenship

No

Flag for legal advice if the child's legal status changes, 
including any of the following:

- Interim Care Order
- Care order
- Placement order
- Child or child's 

parents immigration 
or nationality 
changes

- When child is 
transitioning to 
leaving care

Flag to renew passport or 
other documents as 

required

Assist child to 
apply for 
British 

passport

App
accepted - 
passport
issued

Flag to renew passport or 
other documents as 

required

Yes

Yes

-Genuine 
-in-date 

-name matches other 
documents 

-any other concern

Responses to 
legal advice 
(next page)

Responses to 
legal advice

Outcome of 
application? Refused

Assist child / legal advisor 
to make immigration or 
citizenship application

Child is aged: Time in the UK Status changes

- Age 5
- Age 7
- Age 10
- Age 15
- Age 17
- Age 20

- 7 years in the 
UK

- Half their life 
in the UK and 
over age 10

- 10 years in 
the UK

- Children in care are exempt from the British 
citizenship application fee (since June 2022). They will 
usually be eligible for a fee waiver for immigration 
applications.

- Other children may be eligible for a fee waiver for 
citizenship applications if they cannot afford the fee.

- Other children and adults may be eligible for a fee waiver 
for immigration applications if they cannot afford the fee. 

Yes No

How local authorities can help 
children improve their 

immigration status or acquire 
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